
  

 

POINT OF VIEW 
    JEROME’S NEWSLETTER 

                             July-August 2026 

All of the regularly scheduled meetings will take place on Tuesdays; Council on the 2nd,  
P&Z on the 3rd, & DRB on the 4th. 
 

Regular Council Meeting  Regular Council Meeting        Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, July 14th at 7pm  Tuesday, August 11th at 7 pm               Tuesday, Sept. 8th at 7 pm 
 

Planning & Zoning   Planning & Zoning         Planning & Zoning 

Tuesday, July 21st at 6pm  Tuesday, August 18th at 6 pm        Tuesday, Sept. 15th at 6 pm  
  
Design Review Board   Design Review Board         Design Review Board 

Tuesday, July 28th at 6pm  Tuesday, August 25th at 6 pm        Tuesday, Sept. 22nd at 6 pm 

           

Scheduled Meeting Dates for July to September 2026* 

* Dates may be subject to date/time change due to holidays 

 

A Note from the Mayor's Desk 

Summer is underway, and I want to share a few updates on some vital 
projects in our community. 

I'm pleased to report that the Gulch Drainage Project has been 
completed. We are grateful to Yavapai County for funding that made 
this important infrastructure improvement possible.  Hopefully, we will 
see a marked improvement in the Gulch Rd. area during future storm 
events. 

 
Work is continuing and should be finishing in the next couple of weeks, 
on the Deception-Gulch Waterline Improvement Project.  The work 
included upgrading water lines and the installation of some new fire 
hydrants along Deception Rd. These improvements will strengthen both 
water system reliability and fire protection in that area of town, and we 
send many thanks the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program for their support and investment into Jerome's future. 
Many residents have also asked about the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
upgrade. The project remains a priority; however recent construction 
bids all came in significantly above currently available funding. The USDA 
will now review all the bids and will work with the Town to determine 
the best path forward. 

These projects are examples of the ongoing work happening around 
town to maintain and improve the infrastructure that supports our 
unique historic community. Thank you for your support, your continued 
patience during construction and your commitment to making Jerome 
such a special place to call home. 

Warmly, 

Mayor Alex Barber 

Home Sweet Jerome: from the Mayor’s Desk FYI: SHREDDING DAY! 
Mark your calendars– the town is hosting another 

paper shredding day on Saturday, September 12th, 
2026, from 9 AM to Noon. 

This is a great opportunity to safely & securely 
dispose of old financial & medical documents. 

Bring your documents to Town Hall that morning 
and dump yourself. Or, drop them off the week 

prior to September 12th (Tuesday through 
Thursday, September 8th through 10th). For early 
drop-off, make sure the papers are free of binder 
clips, plastic folders, rubber bands & other items 

that could get caught in the shredder, and are also 
bundled in bags or boxes for easy lifting. 

BATTERY RECYCLING 
Jerome Town Hall has a boxed of “dead” batteries… 
how about you? 
Batteries thrown into the trash can cause fires, & we 
don’t want to put our shiny new Garbage Truck at 
risk!  So, we found the Terracycle Company . 

https://shop.terracycle.com 
We are going to order a 3.5 gallon bucket that holds 
up to 55 pounds of dry-cell batteries.  Depending on 
how quickly we fill it, we may order more.  
 
Acceptable batteries for recycling include used small 
to medium sized batteries: 9-volt, AA, AAA, Alkaline, C 
& D cell, Ion, & Lithium & Lithium-Ion.  
Not acceptable: large lithium-ion battery types and 
large rechargeable batteries. 
Note:  DOT regulations require battery terminals be 
covered in tape for travel– tape will be available. 
 

Please contact Town Hall for more information. 
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The 2026 JHS Woofstock/Dr. Virginia Kennaway Day potluck and auction was the cat's 
meow! 
Everyone had a great time socializing, listening to amazing local musicians, bidding on 
lovely items and sharing some incredible hometown cooking.  
Kudos to our fearless founders - Mary, Sally and Dr. Virginia—for being "just not all there" 

enough to come up with the crazy, 
wonderful idea to open and operate an 
animal clinic in our little town. And 
kudos to our little town for continuously 
showing appreciation for our clinic, its 
volunteers and Dr. Kennaway. 
We would also like to give a "paws up" 
to Tommy Rocks and our fantastic local 
musicians who donated their time and 
talent to keep us up and dancing all night; and to the many 
folks who donated items to the Silent Auction. 
A huge thank you to The Spirit Room for providing the perfect 
venue and superb bartenders to host our evening.  
Last but no way least, there are too many great volunteers in 

our town to thank everyone personally, but YOU know who you are — shout out to all!  

A roaring $5,000.00 was collected to help keep our furry friends healthy and happy! 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER is the theme for October’s JHS Brunch and Auction! 

Local artists are flocking to pick up their empty bird cages to transform them into works of art for this year’s auction. Our 

creative folks do not disappoint so get your checkbook or credit cards ready!  

The brunch is Sunday, October 11. Those of you wanting to transform a simple birdcage into a work of art,  

contact Mary Wills at Nellie Bly.  

THAT’S ONE LUCKY CAT! 

Thanks to all your good wishes and networking, Mr. Lucky 

aka Stubbs aka Bob has been adopted.  

He’s now ruling the roost with Lori Leachman Andy Farber 

and loving every minute of his new life!  

He came to JHS’ attention as an injured stray, suffered 

through several surgeries, learned to love and trust people 

and landed on his feet. 

  

Bob enjoying his newfound home with Andy. 

JEROME HUMANE SOCIETY 

It’s a Wrap!  
by Karen Cheifetz 
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JEROME FIRE DEPARTMENT 

P.O. BOX 1025    JEROME AZ 86331 

Fire Department Status 
We are happy to announce that we have hired three new firefighters. With the new hires new we have been busy with onboarding 
and training. Feel Free to say hello when you see them around town. 
Our Thursday trainings have been going well with increased attendance. We have been training on both Saturdays and Thursday 
evenings, giving our volunteers and full-time members more opportunities to familiarize themselves with equipment and maintain 
proficiency in the skills needed as a firefighter. 
 We have increased the intensity and scope of the training to include live fire, vehicle extrication, helicopter medical evacuations, 
and snake retrieval and relocation.    
We would like to remind everyone that when you have an emergency call 911! This is the fastest way to get help. For 
nonemergency calls or if you have general questions, you can call the fire department’s office phone number. 
The Burn pile is getting full and will be burned as soon as we get the opportunity.  With the recent rains we are hopeful that the 
opportunity will come soon. 
Just a reminder that we are in Stage 1 Fire Restrictions. You can still use your gas grill, so enjoy your summertime BBQs. But please 
be safe and remember these restrictions place a ban on open burning  
For other information about what the Fire Department is doing, please follow us in Facebook and Instagram 
 

Wildland Fire Season 
This wildland fire season has been unusual. After speaking with the Forest Service and the Department of Forestry and Fire 
Management, we have learned that typical fire behavior is not developing as expected this year. In many areas, available fuels are 
not supporting fire activity in the usual way. 
Even so, the risk of a significant wildfire remains. At this time of year, the Southwest is normally at Preparedness Level 3, which 
means resources are still available in the region. Nationally, resources remain available as well, although current predictions show 
the Pacific Northwest with the highest potential for increased fire activity. 
Locally, fuel moisture levels are dropping, and energy release components are rising, so we will continue to monitor conditions 
closely. 
With the addition of full-time employees, the Fire Department will once again have a wildland engine and crew available for 
national assignments if and when they are needed. These assignments help support both the Town and the Fire Department 
financially. 
 

Monsoons are coming 
We are beginning to see and hear signs that monsoon season may be approaching, including cicadas and changing weather 
patterns. While forecasts are calling for the possibility of a strong monsoon season, predictions can change. Either way, it is a good 
time to be prepared. In Jerome, heavy rain can quickly lead to flooding, lightning hazards, and frequent power outages.  
 

In an abundance of caution and preparation of these potentially dangerous weather events, here are some safety reminders. 
• Do not cross flooded roads or washes.  
• Have flashlights with good batteries. 

• Be in a safe place when there is lightning. 
If you have an emergency call 911! 

The Fourth of July parade is coming up very soon. This is a big 
year with the country turning 250, and Jerome also celebrating 
150 since its founding. If you would like to participate, please 
contact the Fire Department at admin@jeromefd.org or 928-649
-3034.  Reserve your space for the parade and let us know as 
early as possible that you will be participating. 
 
September will hold the community’s annual Fire Safety Picnic. 
It will be held the last Thursday of September. This will be 
hosted at the fire station again this year, Thursday September 
24, 26 at 5:00p.m. We hope to see everyone there. 
 
The annual Halloween Fireman’s Ball usually takes place on the 
last Saturday of October. This year the Ball falls on Halloween.  

Further details about this event will be released in the near 
future.  Follow the Jerome Fire Department Facebook or 

Instagram page for more information and for updates as they 
become available.  
 
As always if you have any questions, please ask, we are here to 
help our community and answer any questions that may come 
up, within our ability. The Fire Station is generally staffed seven 
days a week from 8:00a.m. until 5:00p.m. We are always happy 
to help, no matter what time of day it is.  
 
We sincerely thank the community and Town for your continued 
support. Your support makes our work possible. 
 
Carl Whiting 
Jerome Fire Department 

Upcoming Holiday and Community Events 

mailto:admin@jeromefd.org
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 Jerome Fire Station—Continued 

COPS CORNER 
Jerome Police have received many complaints of calls, texts and emails attempting to steal funds through fraudulent 

means.  One common fraud is a victim receives a call from a person posing as law enforcement.  Sometimes these 
calls, texts or emails can seem very convincing.  Often the victim is told they have open warrants and to satisfy the 

warrant a fine or fee must be paid to avoid arrest and prosecution.  Frequently the victim is asked to secure the 
funds and pay with gift cards.  No legitimate court or law enforcement agency would ask for payment with gift cards.  
Please do not fall for these scams.  If you receive a call, text or email asking for any payment or banking information, 
immediately disconnect and call Jerome Police dispatch at 928-634-2245.  Quite often these scammers will use what 
are referred to as burner phones.  Once the victim sends funds, the phone is disabled and we have no way to track a 

suspect.  These incidents also frequently originate in foreign countries, making any recovery of funds impossible.  
Please don’t fall for scams. 

 
Summer is fast approaching and the hot 

weather is already upon us.  With that, the 
Jerome Police Department would like to send 
out a reminder of how fast your car can heat 

up in direct sunlight. See the illustration 
below for examples.  Dogs should be outside 
playing, not left in dangerously hot cars.  If 

you see an animal left in a car for more than 
just a few minutes, please call the Jerome 
Police.  Our dispatch number is 928-634-

2245.  As always, in an emergency, such as an 
animal that appears to be in distress, call 911. 
 

Rusty San Felice, Chief 

Jerome Police Department 

SNAKES 

With the warmer weather comes increased snake activity.  Remember Arizona is home to more than 50 native snake species, with 
13 of those being rattlesnakes, and 4 of those species are common in our area.   

While many residents are familiar with our local rattlesnakes, such as the Western Diamondback, Black-tailed, Mohave and Arizona 
Black, few realize that some species are considered sensitive or threatened wildlife, and not every snake you might encounter is 
venomous.  Common nonvenomous species found in the area include Gopher Snakes, Kingsnakes, Coachwhips, and Whipsnakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you see or encounter a snake on your property and would like it removed from your property please do not attempt to handle it 
yourself, call the Fire Department 928-649-3034 or the phone number for dispatch 928-649-1397 and trained personnel will be 
sent to safely and humanely relocate it to a suitable habitat nearby.  

Remember all snakes, not just rattlesnakes, play an important role in controlling rodent populations and maintaining a healthy 
Arizona ecosystem.   Giving them space and respecting their habitat helps keep both people and wildlife safe.   

Left to right: Western Diamondback in molt, Mohave, and Arizona Black. 
Photos courtesy Michele Sharif, NREMT 
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Jerome Historical Society 
 
 

Many thanks to all who participated in celebrating the 150th anniversary of our town’s founding. Feedback has been 
positive, and many visitors who had no idea we had an event in progress, were participating in the talks at the Bartlett, 
and were thrilled they happened to pick May 23rd to be in Jerome.  
 
If you haven’t had a chance yet to check out the Spook Hall windows, we’ve installed a new banner in honor of our 
founding in 1876, with a rare photo of the copper camp around 1883.  The banner also points out significant historical 
events across the country, as the United States celebrated it’s 100th Anniversary in 1876.  
 

Our June 10th casting call meeting for Ghost Walk was a success. We have actors assigned for 
most of the acting parts. HOWEVER, it’s not too late to participate in Jerome’s 19th Ghost Walk 
production. We still have a need for ‘non speaking’ extras in a few of the scenes, guides to escort 
the audience from one scene to another, makeup artists and general volunteers.   
 
 
 
 
Of course, we will have food & refreshments, and if you are interested in 
participating, show up for this meeting and we will find a spot for you.   
It’s a fun event!!!   

This year’s theme is “Spirits With Spirits”. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

The Art of  KANTHA 
 

A type of embroidery used in 
ancient cultures,  

Kantha patterns are rich in 
symbolism  

and are used to represent 
objects in daily life.  

 
In this class we will explore 

the methods of Kantha  
using a wide variety of colorful 

fabrics.  

 

Jerome Community Art Workshop- July 8, Noon to 3 pm 

Suggested donation $30 
 

 
 
 

jeromeartworkshop@gmail.com 

www.jeromehistoricalsociety.com   928-634-1066 

OUR NEXT GHOST WALK MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY,  
JULY 8TH AT 6PM IN SPOOK HALL.  
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For National Holidays falling on a MONDAY (asterisks), Cardboard, 
Dumpsters & trash on Main street will be collected that day. All other 
trash on the regular Monday route will be picked up on Tuesday. 

Upcoming Holidays 

Independence Day 
Saturday, July 4th 

 
Parent’s Day 

Sunday, July 26th 
 

Senior Citizen’s Day 
Friday, August 21st 

Women’s Equality Day 
Wednesday, August 26th 

 
*Labor Day 

Monday, September 7th 
 

Fall Equinox 
Tuesday, September 22nd 
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  Jerome Chamber of Commerce                
Special Event celebrating 

local businesses                    
Join us every  

FIRST SATURDAY  
  of the Month 

  from 5 to 8 PM 

  
 
 

 
Jerome Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the community for its support during the Music & Art 
Festival! We are honored to continue to showcase local talent with the help of our community partners. 
Please stop in and give a big thank you to the businesses that helped produce this unique event. Haunted 
Hamburger, The Clinkscale, The Haunted Pizano, Jerome Grand Hotel, Ghost Town Handicrafts, One AZ 
Credit Union, The Jerome Preservation Society, and The Jerome Historical Society all contributed to 
bringing this event FREE to the community. 

Join us on First Saturdays from 5pm-8pm for Jerome Art Walk! Meet local artists, listen to live music, and 
support the business community during the bright summer months. 

 

 

 

JEROME CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Reach out to: 
ani.jeromechamber@gmail.com 

• Jerome Tea & Spice Co 

889 Hampshire Ave G 201: Teas, 
tisanes, coffee, herbs, spices, brewing 

accessories, soaps, etcetera. 

We are excited to welcome new members to the Chamber of Commerce. Stop in and show some love to these amazing businesses.  

• Flatiron Café  

416 Main St:  From-scratch kitchen 
serving espresso, breakfast, lunch, & 

baked goods . 

• ORE 

867 Hampshire Ave C101:  

Vintage Fashion & Home Objects 


