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PROJECT INTRODUCTION – GOALS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE 

• Make the Zoning Ordinance More User-Friendly

• Align the Zoning Ordinance with Current Practice

• Adopt New Standards that Create Flexibility for Development

• Expand and Refine Definitions

• Meet the Requirements of the Sonoran Institute Growing Water Smart Grant

• Integrate Subdivision Regulations into the Zoning Ordinance



• Adding a Pre-Application Meeting Requirement

• Adopting New Timeframes for Application Processing

• Aligning the Code with Current Procedures

• Changes to the Approving Bodies of Certain Application Types

• Renaming the Design Review Board

• Adopting New and Refining Existing Definitions

SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

PROPOSED CHANGES



SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

CURRENT PROCESS

? ? ? ? ?

Article III outlines the procedures for processing different 

application types, but…
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SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

CURRENT PROCESS

So, I can just submit my rezoning application after filling out the form?

Not yet!
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SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

CURRENT PROCESS

Have you met with staff for a pre-application meeting?



SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

CURRENT PROCESS

Pre-Application 
Meeting

? ? ? ?

We’ve established the pre-application meeting as the first 

step, but it is not discussed until Section 306
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Pre-Application 
Meeting

Application 
Submittal

? ? ?

Who determines the application is complete?

What about application review times?
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SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

REVISED PROCESS

? ? ? ? ?
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• Process Clarification and Timeframes

SECTION 1 – PROCEDURES

Process
Zone Changes And 
Code Amendments

Conditional Use 
Permits

***Site Plans
****Historic Preservation 

Commission
Preliminary Plat Final Plat

Application Completeness 
Review Time Frame

1-14 days 1-14 days 1-14 days 1-14 days 1-14 days 1-14 days

Substantive Application 
Review Time Frame

30-45 days 30-45 days 30-45 days 30-45 days 30-45 days 30-45 days

Public Hearing Required Required Required Not Required Required Not Required Required Required

*Neighborhood Meeting Required Required Required Not Required Required Not Required Not Required Not Required

1st Public Hearing
Planning & Zoning 

Commission

Planning & Zoning 

Commission

Planning & 

Zoning 

Commission

N/A

Historic 
Preservation 
Commission

N/A
Planning & Zoning 

Commission

Planning & Zoning 

Commission

**2nd Public Hearing Mayor & Council Mayor & Council Mayor & Council N/A N/A N/A N/A Mayor & Council

The review periods specified in this table do not include time required for applicant responses, review of additional information, application revisions or corrections, and could vary due to public hearing notification 
requirements and other Town procedures. Review periods may be extended as reasonably necessary for projects involving complex technical, environmental, legal, or planning considerations.

*The neighborhood meeting may occur during staff’s substantive review of an application
**To occur no later than 45 days after the Planning & Zoning Commission’s action on such an item
***Site Plans for certain items may be administratively approved by the Zoning Administrator per Section 303.1.C of the Town of Jerome Zoning Ordinance
****Should any project require design review in addition to another process, the project shall receive approval from the Historic Preservation Commission prior to being scheduled for a public hearing for the other 
process.



Questions?



• Adopting New Standards for Native Plant and Cultural Landscape Inventories

• Adopting New Landscape Standards

• Adopting Alternative Parking Standards

• Clarifying Driveway Standards

• Adopting New Swimming Pool Standards

• Adopting New Standards for Wireless Communication Facilities

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

PROPOSED CHANGES



• Requires a native plant inventory for new development and expansion of 

existing non-residential development

• Includes inventory of cultural landscapes

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

NATIVE PLANT INVENTORIES

What plants need to be inventoried?



• Plants listed as Endangered or Threatened under the Federal Endangered 

Species Act (ESA)

• Plants as listed on the Protected Native Plant List curated and maintained by 

the Town of Jerome

• Features or plants that contribute to the cultural landscape of the Town of 

Jerome

• Edible or ornamental trees at the discretion of the Zoning Administrator

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

NATIVE PLANT INVENTORIES



• Current standards only suggest matching the character

• Required planting/landscape borders for new development

• New irrigation and rainwater harvesting standards

• Minimum recreational open space requirements for residential subdivisions

• Provide flexibility at the Zoning Administrator’s discretion

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

LANDSCAPING STANDARDS



• Maintain the existing standards of the code while providing flexibility

• Significant development and site constraints

• Parking Justification Analysis

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

ALTERNATIVE PARKING STANDARDS



• Largely follows Arizona Revised Statutes

• Suggest the adoption of The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code

• Provides exceptions for small kids pools

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

SWIMMING POOL STANDARDS



• Largely follows Arizona Revised Statutes

• Suggest the adoption of The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code

• Provides exceptions for small kids pools

SECTION 2 – LANDSCAPING, PARKING, AND OTHER STANDARDS

SWIMMING POOL STANDARDS

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES

• Arizona Revised Statutes permit certain kinds of wireless communication 

facilities within the right-of-way

• Now require stealth design elements



Questions?



• Reorganization of the Zoning Districts and Use Regulations Articles of the Zoning Ordinance

• Renaming/Simplifying Existing Uses

• Adopting New Uses

• Permitting Residential Uses within Additional Zones

• Reducing Nonconforming Use Conflicts

• Proposed Development Standard Modifications

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS

PROPOSED CHANGES



USE MATRIX

Every Zone

All Uses

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



USE MATRIX
New Uses

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



USE MATRIX
Revised Uses

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



USE MATRIX

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS MATRIX
Zone

Development Standard AR R1-10 R1-5 R-2 C-1 I-1

Minimum Lot Area 10,000 SF 10,000 SF 5,000 SF 5,000 SF None None

Minimum Lot Width 100 Feet 75 Feet 35 Feet 35 Feet None None

Minimum Square Footage of 
Dwelling/Building

850 SF of enclosed floor 
space exclusive of any 

attached garage

850 SF of enclosed floor 
space exclusive of any 

attached garage

850 SF of enclosed floor 
space exclusive of any 

attached garage

850 SF of enclosed floor 
space exclusive of any 

attached garage
None None

Maximum Lot Coverage 40%, including main building 
and all accessory buildings

40%, including main building 
and all accessory buildings

60%, including main building 
and all accessory buildings

60%, including main building 
and all accessory buildings

None None

Setbacks
Front1 20 Feet 20 Feet 10 Feet 10 Feet 10 Feet 10 Feet

Rear 20 Feet2 20 Feet2 20 Feet2 20 Feet2 20 Feet3 20 Feet3

Side 10 Feet4 10 Feet4 5 Feet4 5 Feet4 Notes4, 5 Notes 4, 5

Maximum Building Height 25 Feet6 25 Feet6 25 Feet6 25 Feet6 25 Feet7 25 Feet7

Accessory Buildings8

Setbacks Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required 
setbacks and maintain a 
space of five (5) feet from 
the main building or other 
structures.

Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required 
setbacks and maintain a 
space of five (5) feet from 
the main building or other 
structures.

Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required 
setbacks and maintain a 
space of five (5) feet from 
the main building or other 
structures.

Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required 
setbacks and maintain a 
space of five (5) feet from 
the main building or other 
structures.

Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required setbacks 
and maintain a space of five (5) 
feet from the main building or 
other structures.

Detached accessory buildings 
shall meet all required setbacks 
and maintain a space of five (5) 
feet from the main building or 
other structures.

Maximum Height Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a 
height not greater than 
fourteen (14) feet to the 
peak or highest point of the 
roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height 
of.”

Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a 
height not greater than 
fourteen (14) feet to the 
peak or highest point of the 
roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height 
of.”

Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a 
height not greater than 
fourteen (14) feet to the 
peak or highest point of the 
roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height 
of.”

Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a 
height not greater than 
fourteen (14) feet to the 
peak or highest point of the 
roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height 
of.”

Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a height 
not greater than fourteen (14) 
feet to the peak or highest point 
of the roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height of.”

Detached accessory buildings 
shall be constructed to a height 
not greater than fourteen (14) 
feet to the peak or highest point 
of the roof, as defined in 
“Accessory Building, Height of.”

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS MATRIX

1 The minimum front yard setback shall be ten (10) feet, except that where adjacent buildings within one hundred (100) feet establish a different front building setback, a new building may align with 

that established setback. Where a lot is situated between two (2) such buildings, the front yard setback shall be established by a line connecting the nearest front corners of the adjacent buildings. 

Where a lot has frontage on two (2) streets, the required front yard shall be provided on both streets unless access is denied to one of the streets, then a rear yard shall be required. 

2 There shall be a rear yard of not less than twenty (20) feet in depth, except where the rear lot line is in common with, or separated by an alley from the side lot line of another lot, there shall be a 

rear yard of not less than ten (10) feet in depth. Where the rear lot line abuts an alley, the required rear yard shall be measured from the center line of the alley.

3 There shall be a rear yard of not less than twenty (20) feet in depth, except where the rear lot line is in common with or separated by an alley from the side lot line of a lot in a commercial or 

industrial zone, there shall be a rear yard of not less than ten (10) feet in depth.

4 Where a side lot line abuts a street, the side yard shall be considered a front yard for the purpose of determining width. 

5 Where the side lot line is in common with the side lot line of a property in a commercial or industrial zone, no side yard shall be required on that side. Where the side lot line is in common with 

the side lot line of a property in a residential zone, the side yard requirements of the residential zone shall apply to that side yard, provided nothing shall require such a side yard to be greater than 

ten (10) feet in width.

6 As defined in “Building, Height Of”. On slopes over forty-five percent (45%) there will be a one (1) foot reduction in height for each additional five percent (5%) of slope or portion thereof. 

Notwithstanding these provisions, no face of any building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet above the low point of original grade as defined in “original grade”. (see Appendix for diagrams).

7 The maximum building height shall not exceed that established by any building within one hundred (100) feet on either or both sides of the lot. Where more than one such building is within one 

hundred (100) feet of the lot then the maximum building height of the nearest such building shall be the maximum building height of the lot. Except that where the lot is between two (2) such 

buildings, each within one hundred (100) feet of the lot, then the maximum building height of the center of this lot shall be that established by a line joining the highest point of the other such 

buildings. Nothing in the above shall require that the maximum building height in this district be less than twenty-five (25) feet. (see Appendix for diagrams). Notwithstanding these provisions no face 

of any building shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet above the low point of original grade as defined in “original grade.”

8 Accessory buildings shall be considered in determining yard, lot and area requirements. Accessory buildings shall not be used for human habitation.

SECTION 3 – ZONING DISTRICT REVISIONS



Questions?



OTHER CODE CHANGES

• Integrated the Subdivision Regulations into the Zoning Ordinance

• Revised Chapter 7 of the Town Code to include additional clarity for permitting

• Integrated Chapter 16 (Viniculture) of the Town Code into the Use/Zone-Specific Standards

• Updated definitions to align with the American Planning Association (APA) dictionary

• Clarified subdivision plat submittal process

• Modified outdated and/or ambiguous code language to reduce confusion and provide greater 

consistency



TOWN OF JEROME
Zoning Ordinance Update
Joint Mayor & Council/Planning & Zoning Public Meeting
August 18th, 2026

Thank you, and have a great evening!
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